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Lyric

Lyre, an ancient musical stringed instru-
ment of Eastern origin. The strings, varying
in number from 3 to 18, were sounded
by being struck with a plectrum held in the
right hand, while the fingers of the left hand
checked the vibrations of those strings re-
quired to be silent.

Lyre-birds are interesting passerine birds,
found only in Australia, and remarkable for
the two lyrate feathers found in the tail of
the male.

character of such Anglo-Saxon poetry as re-
mains, and by the blotting out of English as
a literary tongue for two centuries after the
conquest. The fashion of singing to the lute,
viol, or virginals endured right through the
Elizabethan period, and largely determined
the character of lyric poetry. The lyric of
Thomas Campion, and the lyric scattered
through the plays and masks of Shakespeare,
of Ben Jonson, of Beaumont and Fletcher,
is primarily intended to be sung. Mean-

View in Lyons, France.

Lyric is, according to its derivation, poetry
sung to a musical accompaniment, as opposed
to epic, spoken or recited poetry, and dramat-
ic, which combines lyric and epic. Historical-
ly speaking, lyric began with communal or
folk song, in which a group of workers in the
common field or spinning-house, or of revel-
lers at the common festival, expressed to the
rhythms of toil or of the dance their com-

Lyres.

mon and primitive emotions. But so far as
the spirit of lyric is concerned, the whole
tendency of modern development has been to
get away from folk-song, and to substitute
for the expression of a communal emotion
that of an emotion which is as personal and
intimate as possible. The earlier history of
English lyric is obscured by the non-lyrical

while more elaborate and artificial forms of
lyric were introduced as a result of the study
of European and classical poetry; Sir
Thomas Wyatt and the Earl of Surrey,
under Henry vin., naturalized the sonnet.

Lyre Bird.
Edmund Spenser is mainly responsible
for the Greek forms of ode and epithalam-
ium, and for the pastoral convention so dear
to the Elizabethan writers. Spenser is the
dominant influence in English lyric until well